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Classification 

| 3. C-130 is primary theater logistic support aircraft in Europe. It designed have 1 
most efficient operation at nigh altitudes. Present situation precludes efficient and 
economical use available transport resources. Theater commander denied latitude of 
selection of best means available to accomplish his support mission for Berlin. 
h. JCS recommend subject be discussed with SECSTATE at appropriate time in order obtain 
approval reinstitution high flights on regular and frequent basis. END SUMMARY 

Irwin has text of memorandum and will discuss with McElroy who may raise question 
with SECSTATE. 

Department recognizes force argumentation of JCS. Nevertheless, while present 
negotiations proceeding or future negotiations in prospect or proceeding, high altitude 
flights would undoubtedly become subject of Soviet propaganda exploitation, using theme 
that US had unilaterally changed status quo , after having warned Soviets that Soviet 
action changing status qxo would damage possibility fruitful negotiations. Conceivable, 
however, that at some stage high altitude flights could have useful impact as demon- 
strating US firmness of purpose. This question of judgment to be appraised in light of 
developing circumstances. 

If decision taken to make flights, British and French will expect to be advised in 
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